***Background.*** Coccidioidomycosis, also known as valley fever, is an illness caused by inhalation of spores of the fungus *Coccidioides*, which grows in the soil in the southwestern United States. In April 2013, employer representatives requested a health hazard evaluation by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention\'s National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health concerning employee exposure to *Coccidioides* at two state prisons in central California. As part of this evaluation, we determined the incidence of coccidioidomycosis among employees and assessed ways to minimize exposures at the prisons.

***Methods.*** We determined crude incidence of coccidioidomycosis among employees from 2009--2013 using annual employee rosters and the California Department of Public Health coccidioidomycosis database. During visits to the prisons in June 2013, we interviewed a convenience sample of 172 employees about their work practices and exposures, assessed the ventilation in selected buildings, and met with prison staff to learn about mitigation efforts.

***Results.*** We identified 65 confirmed cases of coccidioidomycosis among prison A employees and 38 confirmed cases among prison B employees from 2009--mid-2013. These were reported by nine California counties of residence. The crude average annual incidence was 1,039 cases per 100,000 employees for prison A and 511 cases per 100,000 employees for prison B over this time. The crude average annual incidence among employees appears to be higher than that reported among the general adult population in the surrounding counties. Interviews with employees revealed that they may be potentially exposed to *Coccidioides* in the outdoor and indoor work environment and outside of work.

***Conclusion.*** Both prisons are located in hyperendemic areas for coccidioidomycosis, and prison employees are exposed to *Coccidioides* both at work and outside of work. Measures such as wetting soil before disturbing, re-vegetating prison grounds, stabilizing soil, paving roads, and improving building ventilation would be expected to reduce dust exposures to varying degrees. However, none of these measures will eliminate exposure to *Coccidioides*, and their relative effectiveness in reducing occupational coccidioidomycosis is unknown.
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